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The Tokyo Resolution on Combatting  
Data Localization Requirements  

Tokyo, October 2014 

 

 
 

On October 8, 2014, members of ITI, JEITA and DIGITALEUROPE convened in Tokyo to 
discuss problematic policies in jurisdictions around the globe that mandate localization, 
such as required technology transfers and local sourcing. Increasingly, forced localization 
requirements are also being considered with regard to data—namely, requirements that 
data be stored in country.  
 
ITI, JEITA and DIGITALEUROPE hereby recognize that: 
 

 The movement of data across borders is an imperative for today’s global economy;  
 

 Data localization requirements disrupt the free flow of data;  
 

 Data localization requirements are incompatible with the Internet’s distributed 
infrastructure that enables optimal system architecture;  
 

 The security of data does not hinge on the national boundaries of where such data 
resides; and 
 

 Data localization requirements create barriers to market access, particularly 
impacting small and medium sized enterprises (SMEs) which are eager to attract 
customers not only domestically, but also in foreign markets. 
 

 Any exceptions to these provisions, such as to protect personal data 
privacy, should be limited to legitimate public policy objectives and be in full 
compliance with the provisions of the GATS. 
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Accordingly, ITI, JEITA and DIGITALEUROPE hereby resolve to:  
 

 Raise awareness globally on the negative impacts of data localization 
requirements;  

 

 Develop strategies to advocate for sensible policies that do not risk fragmenting 
the Internet and imposing economic harm; and  

 

 Promote best practices within governments globally that foster a competitive 
market and the continued development of innovative products and services to 
users worldwide. 

 
 
 
 
-- 
For more information please contact:  
Diane Mievis, DIGITALEUROPE’s Senior Policy Manager for Global Economic Affairs 
+32 2 609 53 23 or diane.mievis@digitaleurope.org  
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ABOUT DIGITALEUROPE  
DIGITALEUROPE represents the digital technology industry in Europe. Our members include some of the world's largest IT, 
telecoms and consumer electronics companies and national associations from every part of Europe. DIGITALEUROPE wants 
European businesses and citizens to benefit fully from digital technologies and for Europe to grow, attract and sustain the 
world's best digital technology companies. 
 
DIGITALEUROPE ensures industry participation in the development and implementation of EU policies. DIGITALEUROPE’s 
members include 58 corporate members and 36 national trade associations from across Europe. Our website provides 
further information on our recent news and activities: http://www.digitaleurope.org  

 

DIGITALEUROPE MEMBERSHIP 

Corporate Members  

Acer, Alcatel-Lucent, AMD, Apple, BlackBerry, Bose, Brother, CA Technologies, Canon, Cassidian, Cisco, Dell, Epson, Ericsson, 
Fujitsu, Hitachi, Hewlett Packard, Huawei, IBM, Ingram Micro, Intel, iQor, JVC Kenwood Group, Konica Minolta, Kyocera, 
Lenovo, Lexmark, LG Electronics, Loewe, Microsoft, Mitsubishi Electric Europe, Motorola Mobility, Motorola Solutions, NEC, 
Nokia, Nvidia Ltd., Océ, Oki, Oracle, Panasonic Europe, Philips, Pioneer, Qualcomm, Ricoh Europe PLC, Samsung, SAP, 
Schneider Electric IT Corporation, Sharp Electronics, Siemens, Sony, Swatch Group, Technicolor, Texas Instruments, Toshiba, 
TP Vision, Western Digital, Xerox, ZTE Corporation. 

National Trade Associations  

Belarus: INFOPARK 
Belgium: AGORIA 
Bulgaria: BAIT 
Cyprus: CITEA 
Denmark: DI ITEK, IT-BRANCHEN 
Estonia: ITL 
Finland: FTTI 
France: Force Numérique, 
SIMAVELEC  
Germany: BITKOM, ZVEI 

Greece: SEPE 
Hungary: IVSZ 
Ireland: ICT IRELAND 
Italy: ANITEC 
Lithuania: INFOBALT 
Netherlands: Nederland ICT, FIAR  
Norway: IKT NORGE 
Poland: KIGEIT, PIIT 
Portugal: AGEFE 
Romania: ANIS, APDETIC 

Slovakia: ITAS 
Slovenia: GZS 
Spain: AMETIC 
Sweden: Foreningen 
Teknikföretagen, 
IT&Telekomföretagen 
Switzerland: SWICO 
Turkey: ECID, TESID, TÜBISAD 
Ukraine: IT UKRAINE 
United Kingdom: techUK 
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